
 

   TRAVEL & TRENDS  

 

Ticking off our bucket lists 
What we’ve been doing and what’s new! 
 

We’ve had a busy few months here at Travel Concepts with team members  

ticking items off their personal bucket lists.  There are brief descriptions of trips 

made by David Powell, Arlene Kirby, Pam Rose and Hanne Sorensen on the 

enclosed insert. We didn’t have room for all of them so please ask Nancy 

McFarlane about her river cruise between Budapest and Amsterdam, Arlene 

about her “Un-Cruise” in Alaska (see page 2) and Pamela Such about her 

Women With Wings walking trip to France. Julia Guest is also just back from 

touring the Iconic Gardens of Italy.  
 

As the travel industry continues to change, we at Travel Concepts are very  

conscious of keeping up with current trends. Instead of asking for a relaxing 

beach holiday, many of our clients are now looking for adventures, life  

experiences and the opportunity 

to indulge their passions while on 

vacation.  
 

Luxury no longer means staying  

at the top hotel. Instead our  

clients seek the “luxury” of  

experiencing unique journeys of a  

lifetime. They wish to combine 

exhilarating adventures with  

sustainable tourism. Multigenerational travel is booming as busy families get 

away from everyday distractions. As far as “hot” destinations go, Asia is enjoy-

ing a tourism renaissance as Myanmar opens its doors to the world. 

Feb. 19 – Mar. 5 
This classic Women With Wings 
trip to Vietnam and Cambodia 
will be hosted by Pamela Such 
and photographer Colleen Wood. 
New this year is an optional  
extension to visit the hill tribes of 
Sapa – an experience not to be 
missed. 
 

July 19 – Aug. 2 
Join Ellie and Byron Hender on a 
2-week escorted trip to Britain 
next summer. Spend 4 days in 
London, visit Highclere Castle 
(aka Downton Abbey!) and enjoy 
a 10-day cruise aboard Oceania’s 
Marina around the British Isles. 
 

Sept. 11 – 24 
Chef John Bishop welcomes  
you as he ventures back to his 
Irish culinary roots. This carefully 
crafted tour highlights the very 
best of culinary experiences rang-
ing from traditional pub fare to  
gastronomic feasts.  
 

Oct. 24 – Nov. 10 
Travel Concepts’ own Pamela 
Such invites you on a Women 
With Wings exploration of North-
ern India and the Camel Fair 
at Pushkar.  
 
        For more… see page 3 

Peru & the Galapagos 

June 2014 
Our 14 day Peruvian adventure in June 

2014 includes trekking in the Sacred 

Valley, incomparable Machu Picchu 

(including an early morning visit  

before the tourists arrive), Cusco, Lake 

Titicaca’s Uros Island, and a visit to 

charming Arequipa, recently placed on 

the UNESCO world heritage list.  We 

finish in the spectacular Cola Canyon 

viewing pre Inca ruins & searching for 

wild vicunas and llamas before board-

ing our final flight into Lima. 

If time permits, join us on an optional 

extension to the Galapagos Islands. 

    WOMEN WITH WINGS 

Your Home Away  
from home in an idyllic setting. Ask us 

about luxurious, yet affordable, private  

vacation villas. With locations in more 

than 30 destinations around the globe, 

our villas have local specialists nearby 

who are committed to providing excep-

tional service and expertise. Need a 

cook or driver? No problem. 

A villa vacation offers privacy, great 

value, is perfect for families, weddings 

and  honeymoons so why not have a 

look at the options? Go to our website 

www.trvlconcepts.com—under “More” 

drop down to Ensemble Explorations, 

then Villas & Vacation Homes. You’ll 

be amazed at the selection. 

    VILLA RENTALS 

 

    HIGHLIGHTS of  

    our 2014 
PRIVATE 
TOURS 

Digital or Paper? 
Going Green... 

Some of you have been receiving 
a printed copy of this newsletter 3 
times a year for nearly 15 years.  
Is it time for a change? As you can 
see, we think so and have adopted 
a new design.  
If you would you prefer to receive 
future issues of Currents by email 
instead of paper, let us know:  
currents@trvlconcepts.com  
604-926-8511 

 



 

   RAVE REVIEWS!  

Explore the Galapagos 
Silversea Cruises will introduce an all-new luxury  
expedition ship next fall.  

Beginning in late September 2013, Silversea 

Cruises will offer two distinct 7-day itineraries 

aboard Silver Galapagos, a 100-guest ship that is 

currently being fully refurbished.  

For those who enjoy wildlife encounters, bird 

watching, swimming, snorkeling and getting off the 

beaten track, these trips represent a unique  

opportunity. In addition, Silversea will offer add-on 

land adventures to the Amazon and Machu Picchu, 

so be sure to ask us for their brochure.  
 

Pricing starts at $5,450 US per person double occupancy for a 7-night cruise.  

Un-Cruise Adventures 
Our adventure travel specialist, 

Arlene Kirby, experienced the  

Un-Cruise in summer 2013 

Unrushed. Uncrowded. Unbelievable. 

This is the motto of InnerSea  

Discoveries, a company that has 

evolved over the last 15 years. It now 

boasts 8 ships which accommodate as 

few as 22 but never more than 88 

guests. They offer cruises in Alaska, 

Hawaii, Mexico’s Sea of Cortes and in 

Coastal Washington and BC with a 

focus on nature and life-enriching  

experiences.  
 

A week of Whale Watching from San 

Jose del Cabo is priced from $2,695 

US per person. In Alaska a 7-night 

trip between Ketchikan and Juneau 

starts at $1,595 US each. 

South Pacific Isles 
Cruise the most beautiful place on 

earth with Oceania this winter. 

There is still space available on  

Marina’s 10-day Tahiti sailings in 

January 2014. Anyone who has been to 

Tahiti agrees that cruising is the best 

way to see this magnificent collection 

of islands, lagoons and beaches.  

 

The itinerary includes overnight stays 

in Papeete and Bora Bora as well as 

stops in Moorea, Raiatea, Nuku Hiva 

and Rangiroa. Departure dates are 

January 15 and 25, 2014.  

 

Oceanview cabins are priced at 

$3,899 US and Veranda staterooms 

from $4,299 US per person including 

return air from Vancouver. 

    SOMETHING NEW for 2014 

   RIVER CRUISE NEWS 

Explore France with Uniworld 
2014 will see the introduction of a new ship and a new cruising area in France for 

Uniworld Boutique River Cruises. The recently remodeled River Royal will take 

guests on an exploration of the vineyards and chateaux of Bordeaux.  

Their newest ship, the S.S. Catherine will be launched in 2014 and will ply the waters 

of Burgundy and Provence with 159 guests on board. Uniworld will be fully 

all-inclusive in 2014 so even tipping to shipboard personnel will be included in fares. 

Please ask us about special solo traveller rates and early booking savings. 

RV Orient Pandaw 
Myanmar is expanding its  
options for tourists. Starting next 
summer, Pandaw Cruises will  
offer weekly Mandalay—Pagan 
Packet trips that are priced as  
low as $950 US per person.  
You’ll stay aboard the RV Orient 
Pandaw, spending 2 nights in  
Pagan and 3 in Mandalay, with a 2 
day exploration of small villages 
along the river in between. If you 
book by December 31/13 Pandaw 
will waive the single supplement 
for sole occupancy on board. 

    ...AND for 2015 

Viking Ocean Cruises 
We know that many of you love river 

cruising in Europe and now Viking River 

Cruises will take that concept to the  

Baltic and the Mediterranean.  
 

May 2015 will see the launch of Viking 

Star – a 928-guest vessel with large, 

comfortable veranda staterooms and a 

price which includes all your shore  

excursions, a variety of dining options, 

complimentary drinks, Wi-Fi and  

lectures on board. Prices start at $2,999 

US per person sharing a double for the  

10-day Venice to Istanbul itinerary in 

November, 2015. 

 



 

   FAMILY TRAVEL      UNIQUE & FUN! 

Beach Vacations 
Cancun and the nearby Riviera Maya are great family travel destinations. With 

many purpose-built resorts catering to families, there is bound to be one that 

suits your budget and tastes. The Paradisus Riviera Cancun Resort is a low-rise 

property featuring Family Concierge Suites, a Kids Club and seven dining  

Options. Pricing for a family of 4  (2 kids—6 and 10) in mid-February starts at 

$7,342 in a Junior Suite and $8,462  in a Family Concierge Junior Suite.  
 

Tauck Bridges 

Make your family travel dreams come true with Tauck Bridges. Whether you are 

celebrating a birthday, graduation or anniversary, travel is the perfect gift,  

creating memories for a lifetime.  Tauck Bridges trips take place between June 

and August every year, as well as over school holidays. Whether you want to 

explore Europe, North America or an exotic destination like Costa Rica, the  

Galapagos or Tanzania, Tauck promises new discoveries and shared learning 

experiences that will please multiple generations. And, when you book a family 

of 8 or more, the 9th person will travel free of charge! 
 

European Christmas Markets 
Beat the Christmas rush and get in the spirit with a unique Trafalgar  

winter holiday this year. Trafalgar invites you to explore the Festive English 

Countryside, Germany’s Christmas Markets or the Christmas Markets of  

Austria, Germany & Switzerland together! Off-season pricing is very favourable 

for these 7-night First Class programs which include breakfast daily and at least 

4 evening meals. On the three country trip, you’ll see Christmas Markets in  

Vienna, Salzburg, Munich, Innsbruck, Lucerne and Zurich. There are 9 depar-

tures to choose from between November 23 and December 11, 2013. 

New York City: Absolutely Art & 

Architecture 

We are proud to partner with The 
Ferry Building Gallery to present a 
very special look at NYC, June 1-7, 
2014.  The trip will be hosted by 
Dr. Christopher Pearson of the art 
history department at Capilano  
University and Ferry Building Visual 
Arts Coordinator, Ruth Payne. You 
can expect on-site lectures,  
personal tours of various art collec-
tions, architectural walks and a 7-
day New York transportation pass. 
You’ll spend 6 nights at the Holiday 
Inn Midtown, located in the heart of 
Times Square. The cost is set at 
$2,360 US per person sharing a twin 
room. 
 
 

ZUMBA IN CUBA 
Women With Wings and Journeys 

With Heart invite you on a unique 

discovery of Cuba, May 17 – 29/14.  
 

Combine your passion for exercise, 

dance, exploration and beach time 

on this 12-night getaway  hosted by 

Sandra Sallovitz – dynamic tour 

leader and Zumba instructor.  The 

land cost is $1,499 including most 

meals. If you prefer a single room, 

please add $200. There is also a 

mandatory donation of $100 to the 

Minerva Foundation. Join us  

Sunday, Nov. 24 for a tour  

orientation—call Jenny for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEW YORK CITY JAZZ TOUR 
If you’re a jazz aficionado, plan  

now to join Corry Weeds and Katie 

Malloch for 8 nights of fun and  

music in the “city that never sleeps.”  
 

You’ll meet many of the musicians, 

enjoy private performances and go 

to a variety of late night haunts like 

the Smoke Jazz Club. You’ll stay in 

the historic Murray Hill district at 

the Kitano Hotel on Park Avenue. 

The trip is priced from $2,715 per 

person sharing a King room. 

Our artist workshops in Andalucia 
are already selling well for 2014.  
 

Linda Muttitt, Leona Brown, Alfonso 
Tejada, Leslie Redhead, Richard 
McDiarmid, Nick Bantock and Liz 
Constable are all confirmed as 
guest instructors for these 8-night 
workshops which are priced from 
$3,390 Cdn. per person double  

    A FLAVOUR OF SPAIN 

& 

    FERRY BUILDING GALLERY 



 

   A HIDDEN GEM 

Aqua Expeditions in the 

Peruvian Amazan 
Glorious accommodations, magnificent 

views, culinary masterpieces, nature as 

you have never seen it before – this is 

the jungle experience you can expect 

from Aqua Expeditions – truly one of a 

kind! 
 

Trips of 3, 4 and 7 days are offered on 

the 24-guest Aqua or the 32-guest Aria. 

Both ships are fully air conditioned with 

large, comfortable suites and luxurious 

lounging areas. Your days will be spent 

discovering the birds, animals and  

people of the Pacaya Samiria Reserve, 

often by launch boat, or cruising lazily 

along the river. 
 

Current pricing, including all meals on 

board, excursions, park entrance fees 

and transfers from Iquitos Airport to 

the launch location starts at $2,685 US 

per person for a 3-night package. 

If you’re looking for something special 

when you travel, consider Goway’s  

Holidays of a Lifetime. On these unique  

programs, you’ll really experience a  

destination rather than just sightseeing 

like most tourists.  

 

You’ll see and do things individual  

travellers can’t. An example is Goway’s 

Splendours of China & Tibet, an 18-day 

trip that starts in Beijing and ends in 

Shanghai, spending 3 nights in Tibet 

and another 3 cruising on the Yangtze 

River.  The land price starts at $6,349  

per person sharing twin and includes 

most meals, all transportation within 

China (including air), all sightseeing and 

full luggage service. Goway also guaran-

tees to find solo travellers a roommate if 

he/she wishes to share. 

    RECOMMENDATIONS 

Cycling and walking holidays are great options when traveling overseas.  

Travel Concepts can help you find just the right trip whether you want to go on your own 

with a pre-booked itinerary or be part of a group. Self-guided cycling trips provide you 

with the freedom to discover the world at your own pace, but you’ll benefit from carefully 

prepared maps and trip information provided by local experts who select the best routes 

and accommodation available. Whether it is walking in Greece, Iceland, Italy or England 

or cycling in Burma, France or Cuba, we have a trip for you! A week of self-guided cycling 

between Vienna and Budapest, along the Danube River, is priced from $1,000 per per-

son/twin. A 10-day trip that includes 6 days walking on China’s Great Wall starts at 

$1,400 per person. 

 

Those with a bigger budget will want to look at Backroads walking and cycling trips.  

They offer trips for solos, families and couples with a variety of accommodation options 

from deluxe camping to casual and premiere inns. 

 

    ACTIVE HOLIDAYS 

Luxury Small Group Journeys from A&K 
Abercrombie & Kent is one of our favourite travel partners.  

With 50 offices around the world, A & K’s on-location staff know their worlds and 

can offer authentic local experiences that highlight the culture and people at your 

destination. Groups are never larger than 24 guests. Whether your interests lie in 

the marketplaces, the neighbourhoods, the culinary centres, the musicality or  

spirituality of the destination, A & K trips will help you make the connection. 

 

A week in Tanzania, exploring the Ngorngoro Crater and both Serengeti and 

Tarangire National Park starts at $3,450 US per person double occupancy in 2014.  

Other trips explore Russia, Morocco, India, Turkey, Chile & Argentina and Cuba,  

to name a few. 

 

Holidays of a Lifetime 
A great First Class escorted, small group touring experience. 

What our Clients 

are saying! 
 

Brian F., Parksville, BC 
 

“We enjoyed ourselves to the  

fullest. You and your team, and 

those locally did an incredibly  

professional and thorough job. We 

can offer nothing but the highest 

praise and our most heartfelt 

thanks.” 


